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Guardsman arrested in leak of classified military documents

By E. TUCKER, T. COPP and
MICHAEL BALSAMO
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A
Massachusetts Air National
Guard member was arrest-
ed Thursday in connection
with the disclosure of highly
classified  military  docu-
ments about the Ukraine
war and other top national
security issues, a breach
that has raised questions
about America’s ability to
safeguard its most sensitive
secrefs.

The guardsman, an IT spe-
cialist identified as 21-year-
old Jack Teixeira, was tak-
en info custody without
incident after FBI officers
converged at his Massa-
chusetts home.

He is to be charged under
the Espionage Act, which
makes it a crime to remove
or fransmit classified na-
tional defense information,
Atftorney General Merrick
Garland said.

. Gen. Patrick Ryder speaks during a media briefing at the Pentagon, Thursday, April 13, 2023, in Washington.
Continued on Page 2 Associated Press
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Guardsman arrested in leak of classified military documents

Continued from Front

In his brief statement from
the Justice Department po-
dium, Garland did not re-
veal a possible motive, but
accounts of those in the
online private chat room
where the documents were
disclosed have depicted
Teixeira as motivated more
by bravado than ideology.
Even as the investigation
continues info the highest-
profile intelligence leak in
years, with sensitive infor-
mation that was shared
in the chat room ending
up circulating around the
world, the arrest is nonethe-
less a pivotal moment.

The emergence of Teix-
eira as a primary suspect
is bound to raise questions
about how such a pro-
found breach, one that
the Pentagon termed a
“very serious risk to nation-
al security,” could have
been caused by such a
young, low-ranking service
member."We entrust our
members with a lot of re-
sponsibility at a very early
age. Think about a young
combat platoon sergeant,
and the responsibility and
tfrust that we put info those
individuals to lead froops
info combat,” said Brig.
Gen. Patrick Ryder, a Pen-
tagon spokesman.
Teixeira’'s specialty in the
Air National Guard was as
a “cyber transport systems
specialist,” essentially an
IT specialist responsible for

Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks at the Department
of Justice in Washington, Thursday, April 13, 2023. FBI Deputy
Director Paul Abbate, right, and Deputy Attorney General Lisa
Monaco, left, listen. Pentagon spokesman U.S. Air Force Brig.

military  communications
networks, including their
cabling and hubs.

In that role Teixeira would
have had a higher level
of security clearance be-
cause he would have also
been tasked with responsi-
bility for ensuring protection
for the networks, a defense
official fold the Associated
Press, speaking on the con-
dition of anonymity to dis-
cuss sensitive maftters.
Teixeira, who was wearing
a T-shirf and shorts at the
fime heavily armed tacti-
cal agents took him infto
custody, is due to have his
initial court appearance in
Massachusetts on Friday. It
was not immediately clear
if Teixeira had a lawyer who
could speak on his behalf,
and a phone message left
at a number believed to
belong to his mother was
not immediately returned.

The National Guard did not
confirm his identity but said
in a statement that, "We
are aware of the investiga-
fion info the alleged role a
Massachusetts Air National
Guardsman may have
played in the recent leak
of highly-classified docu-
ments.” Ryder referred all
questions about the inves-
tigation to the Justice De-
partment.

The Biden administration
has scrambled for days to
contain the potential dip-
lomatic and military fallout
from the leaked informa-
fion since they were first
reported last week, mov-
ing to assure allies and as-
sess the scope of damage.

Pentagon officials have
expressed alarm  about
the disclosures, but Presi-

dent Joe Biden, speaking
fo reporters in Ireland ear-
lier Thursday, said “there's

nothing contemporaneous
that I'm aware of that is of
great consequence.”

The classified documents —
which have not been indi-
vidually authenticated by
U.S. officials — range from
briefing slides mapping out
Ukrainian military positions
to assessments of inferna-
tional support for Ukraine
and other sensitive topics,
including under what cir-
cumstances Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin might
use nuclear weapons.

There's no clear answer
on how many documents
were leaked. The Associ-
ated Press has viewed ap-
proximately 50 documents;
some estimates put the fo-
tal number in the hundreds.
The leak is believed to have
started on a site called Dis-
cord, a social media plat-
form popular with people
playing online games and
where Teixeira is believed
to have posted for years
about guns, games and
his favorite memes — and,
according tfo some others
chatting with him, closely
guarded U.S. secrets.

In previous Associated Press
stories, the leaker was iden-
tified as “the O.G.” by a
member of an online chat
group where Teixeira and
others posted for years. The
member of the chat group
declined to give his name
to the AP, citing concerns
for his personal safety.

The chat group, called
“Thug Shaker Central,”

drew roughly two dozen
enthusiasts  who  talked
about their favorite types
of guns and also shared
memes and jokes, some of
them racist. The group also
included a running discus-
sion on wars that included
falk of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

In that discussion, ‘“the
O.G.” would for months
post material that he said
was classified —  origi-
nally typing it out with his
own notations, then a few
months ago switching to
posting images of folded-
up papers because he felt
his writings weren't being
taken seriously, the person
said. Discord has said it was
cooperating with law en-
forcement.

There are only a few ways
the classified information
that wasleaked could have
been accessed. Typically in
classified briefings like the
slides that were placed on
Discord, the information is
shared electronically. That
can happen either through
secure computer terminals
where users gain access
based on their credentials
or through tablets that are
distributed for briefings and
re-collected. If the slides
need to be printed out in-
stead, they can only be
sent to secured printers that
are able to handle classi-
fied documents — and that
keep a digital record of ev-
eryone who has requested
a printout. 4

Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey speaks with reporters
outside the Supreme Court on Capitol Hill in Washington, on Feb.

28, 2023.

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Supreme Court on Thurs-
day allowed a roughly $6

Associated Press

billion legal settflement to
go forward that will cancel
student loans for hundreds

Supreme Court won’t block $éB student
debt relief settlement

of thousands of borrowers
who say they were misled
by their schools. The jus-
tices did not comment in
rejecting an emergency
plea from Everglades Col-
lege, Lincoln Educational
Services Corp. and Ameri-
can National University. The
schools had argued that
they were unfairly included
on a list of more than 150
institutions, most of them
for-profit, linked with al-
leged misconduct. Lincoln
and American are for-profit
institutions; Everglades is a

not-for-profit. The justices’
action comes as the high
court is weighing what to
do with the Biden adminis-
fration’s plan to wipe away
$400 billion in student debt
held by more than 40 million
people. A decision on that
plan is expected by late
June. The legal challenges
have some similarities but
the administration is relying
on different laws in the two
programs. The class-action
settlement was approved
late last year by U.S. Dis-
tfrict Judge William Alsup in

San Francisco in response
to complaints that the 150-
plus schools had made
false recruiting claims and
left many students unable
to find jobs. The Justice
Department has already
begun implementing the
agreement and said in
court that roughly 3,800
borrowers who are part of
the setftlement attended
the three schools.

Lower courts had previous-
ly denied the schools’ ef-
forts to halt the seftlement
while they appeal.]
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States confront medical debt that’'s bankrupting millions

By JESSE BEDAYN
Associated Press/Report for
America

DENVER (AP) — Cindy Pow-
ers was driven info bank-
ruptcy by 19 life-saving ab-
dominal operations. Medi-
cal debt started stacking
up for Lindsey Vance after
she crashed her skate-
board and had to get nine
stitches in her chin. And
for Misty Castaneda, open
heart surgery for a disease
she'd had since birth sad-
dled her with $200,000 in
bills.

These are three of an esti-
mated 100 million Ameri-
cans who have amassed
nearly $200 billion in collec-
tive medical debt — almost
the size of Greece’s econo-
my — according to the Kai-
ser Family Foundation.

Now lawmakers in at least
a dozen states and the U.S.
Congress have pushed leg-
islation to curtail the finan-
cial burden that's pushed
many intfo untenable situ-
afions: forgoing needed
care for fear of added
debt, taking a second
mortgage to pay for can-
cer treatment or slashing
grocery budgets to keep
up with payments.

Some of the bills would cre-
ate medical debt relief pro-
grams or protect personal
property from collections,
while others would lower in-
terest rates, keep medical
debt from tanking credit

scores or require greater
fransparency in the cosfs
of care. In Colorado, House
lawmakers approved a
measure Wednesday that
would lower the maximum
interest rate for medical
debt to 3%, require great-
er transparency in cosfs
of tfreatment and prohibit
debt collection during an
appeals process.

If it became law, Colo-
rado would join Arizona in
having one of the lowest
medical debt interest rates
in the country. North Caro-
lina lawmakers have also
started mulling a 5% interest
ceiling.

. Y ——
The gold dome of the Colorado State Capitol on March 23, 2023, in Denver.

But there are opponents.
Colorado Republican state
Sen. Janice Rich said she
worried that the proposal
could “constrain hospitals’
debt collecting ability and
hurt their cash flow.”

For patients, medical debt
has become a leading
cause of personal bank-
ruptcy, with an estimated
$88 billion of that debt in
collections nationwide, ac-
cording to the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau.
Roughly 530,000 people
reported falling intfo bank-
ruptcy annually due partly
tfo medical bills and time
away from work, accord-

Associated Press

ing to a 2019 study from the
American Journal of Pub-
lic Health. Powers’ family
ended up owing $250,000
for the 19 life-saving ab-
dominal surgeries. They de-
clared bankruptcy in 2009,
then the bank foreclosed
on their home.

“Only recently have we be-
gun to pick up the pieces,”
said James Powers, Cindy's
husband, during his Febru-
ary testimony in favor of
Colorado’s bill.

In Pennsylvania and Ari-
zona, lawmakers are con-
sidering medical debft relief
programs that would use
state funds to help eradi-

cate debt for residents. A
New Jersey proposal would
use federal funds from the
American Rescue Plan Act
to achieve the same end.
Bills in Florida and Mas-
sachusetts would protect
some personal property —
such as a car that is need-
ed for work — from medical
debt collections and force
providers to be more trans-
parent about costs. Flori-
da’'s legislation received
unanimous  approval in
House and Senate commit-
fees on its way fo votes in
both chambers.

In Colorado, New York,
New Jersey, lllinois, Massa-
chusetts and the U.S. Con-
gress lawmakers are con-
templating bills that would
bar medical debt from be-
ing included on consumer
reports, thereby protecting
debtors’ credit scores.
Castaneda, who was born
with a congenital heart de-
fect, found herself $200,000
in debt when she was 23
and had to have surgery.
The debt tanked her credit
score and, she said, forced
her to rely on her emotion-
ally abusive husband’s
credit.

For over a decade Cas-
taneda wanted out of the
relationship, but everything
they owned was in her hus-
band’'s name, making it
nearly impossible to break
away. She finally divorced
her husband in 2017.1

FAA says it has sent 250 cases of unruly
passengers to FBI

By DAVID KOENIG

AP Airlines Writer

Federal officials said Thurs-
day they have referred
more than 250 unruly airline
passengers to the FBI for
possible criminal prosecu-
fion since late 2021, includ-
ing one as recently as last
month, when a man tried
to stab a flight attendant
with a broken-off spoon.
The pace of the criminal
referrals is slowing, how-
ever. The Federal Aviation
Administration identified
17 cases it has sent fo the
FBI in the first three months
of this year — mostly for
incidents that happened

last year but took time to
investigate. Airlines have
reported fewer cases of
unruly passengers since last
April, when a federal judge
stfruck down a requirement
that people wear masks on
planes and public transpor-
tation. Before that ruling,
about two-thirds of all inci-
dents on planes involved
disputes over masks.

“If you act out on a plane,
you should just stay at
home because we will
come after you with seri-
ous consequences,” act-
ing FAA Administrator Billy
Nolen said in a statement.
“We have zero tolerance

for unruly behavior.”

The FBI did not say how
often it acts on the FAA
referrals.  Assistant  Direc-
tor Luis Quesada said the
bureau is “committed to
investigating all incidents
that fall within FBI jurisdic-
fion aboard commercial
flights,” but did not provide
numbers.

The FAA announcement
about came as lawmakers
push legislation to create
a new no-fly list for people
convicted or fined for inter-
fering with flight crews. A
similar proposal backed by
airline unions failed to gain
ground last year in the face

People pass through Salt Lake City International Airport on Jan.
11, 2023, in Salt Lake City.

of opposition from conser-
vatives and civil libertar-
ians. The current FBI no-fly
list is aimed at people sus-
pected of terrorism ties.

The 17 cases that the FAA
has referred this year in-

Associated Press

clude allegations of as-
saults against flight atten-
dants and fellow passen-
gers, attempts to open
airplane exits during flights,
and frying to break into the
cockpit.4
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Minneapolis to pay $8.9M over Chauvin’s actions before Floyd

By JIM SALTER

Associated Press

The city of Minneapolis
agreed Thursday fo pay
nearly $9 million to settle
lawsuits filed by two people
who said former police offi-
cer Derek Chauvin pressed
his knee into their necks
years before he used the
same move to kill George
Floyd.

John Pope Jr. will receive
$7.5 million and Zoya Code
will receive $1.375 million.
The settlements were an-
nounced during a meet-
ing of the Minneapolis City
Council.

Both lawsuits stemmed from
arrests in 2017 three years
before Chauvin killed Floyd
during an arrest captured
on video that sparked pro-
tests worldwide, prompted
a national reckoning on
racial injustice and com-
pelled a Minneapolis Police
Department overhaul.

At a news conference
Thursday, Mayor Jacob
Frey apologized to all vic-
tims of Chauvin and said
that if police supervisors
“had done the right thing,
George Floyd would not
have been murdered.”
"He should have been fired
in 2017. He should have

been held accountable in
2017," Frey told reporters.

Both lawsuits named
Chauvin and several other
officers. The lawsuits al-

leged police misconduct,
excessive force, and rac-
ism Pope and Code are
Black; Chauvin is white.
They also said the city knew
that Chauvin had a record
of misconduct but didn't
stop him. Criminal charges
in both cases were eventfu-

a B

In this image taken from video, former Minneapolis police Officer Derek Chauvin addresses the
court at the Hennepin County Courthouse on June 25, 2021, in Minneapolis.

ally dropped, but Chauvin
is in prison for Floyd's mur-
der.

Bob Bennetft, an attor-
ney for Pope and Code,
noted that other officers
failed to intervene or report
Chauvin, and police lead-
ers allowed Chauvin to
keep working even though
they had video evidence
from body cameras of his
wrongdoing. He said the
video is expected to be re-

Associated Press

leased soon.

“The easy thing is to blame
Chauvin for everything,”
Bennett said in a wriften
statement. “The important
thing that the video shows
is that none of those nine
to a dozen officers at the
scene everreported it, ever
tfried to stopit. They violated
their own policy and really
any sense of humanity.”
Police Chief Brian O'Hara
said the department s

“forced to reckon once
again with the deplorable
acts of someone who has
proven to be a national
embarrassment.” But he
also cited “systemic failure”
within the police depart-
ment.

“I am appalled at the re-
petitive behavior of this
coward and disgusted by
the inaction and accep-
tfance of that behavior by
members of this depart-
ment. Such conduct is a
disgrace to the badge and
an embarrassment fo what
is tfruly a very noble pro-
fession,” O'Hara said in a
statement.

Code, who has a history of
homelessness and mental
health problems, was ar-
rested in June 2017 after
she allegedly tried to stran-
gle her mother with an ex-
tension cord. Pope was 14
in September 2017 when,
according fo his lawsuit,
Chauvin subjected him fo
excessive force while re-
sponding to a domestic as-
sault report.

City Council member Elliott
Payne said he hoped the
settlements  “bring some
closure to this era and is a
stark reminder of the work
we have lying ahead.”

Tech consultant arrested in killing of Cash App founder Lee

By OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ and
STEFANIE DAZIO
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A
self-proclaimed tech con-
sultant was arrested Thurs-
day in the stabbing death
of Cash App founder Bob
Lee last week in San Fran-
cisco, police said.

Nima Momeni, 38, was
booked on suspicion of
murder, San Francisco Po-
lice Chief Bill Scott said dur-
ing a news conference.
He was faken into custody
Thursday morning in Em-
eryvile, a San Francisco
suburb.

San Francisco District At-
torney Brooke Jenkins said
Momeni will be charged
with murder in Lee's death
and is expected to be ar-
raigned Friday. Prosecutors
will ask a judge to hold him
without bail.

Scoft declined to give de-
tails on how they linked the
death to Momeni or how
the men knew each other.
The chief also refused to
disclose a possible motive
for the killing.

Police found Lee with stab
wounds in the Rincon Hill
neighborhood of San Fran-
cisco at 2:30 a.m. April 4.
He died at a hospital.

Investigators served search
warrants in San Francisco

Flowers sit at a tree in front of the building where a technology
executive was fatally stabbed outside of in San Francisco,
Thursday, April 6, 2023.

Associated Press

and Emeryville, but Scoft
would not say whether a
weapon has been found.
Lee is known for creating
the widely used mobile
payment service Cash App
while working as chief fech-
nology officer of the pay-
ment company Square,
now known as Block. He
was the chief product offi-
cer for the cryptocurrency
firm MobileCoin at the time
of his death.

“I acknowledge and un-
derstand how the loss of a
young, vibrant leader and
innovator has rocked our
city and even beyond,”
Jenkins said.

On his LinkedIn profile, Mo-
meni describes himself as
an “IT Consultant/Entrepre-
neur” as well as the owner
of a company called Ex-
pand IT.
It was

not immediately

clear whether Momeni has
an attorney who can speak
on his behalf.

“I hope today’'s arrest can
begin a process of heal-
ing and closure for all those
tfouched by this tragedy,”
Matt Dorsey, another San
Francisco supervisor, tweet-
ed Thursday morning.
Prominent tech leaders
took to social media to
mourn Lee's death and
blame San Francisco for
what they call the city's
lox aftitude toward crime.
Scotft and Jenkins pushed
back against that narrative
on Thursday, with the pros-
ecutor specifically naming
tech bilionaire Elon Musk
for commenting on the
case.

“This doesn’t have fo do
with San Francisco, this has
fo do with human nature,”
Scott said.]
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Diplomat:

MOSCOW (AP) — Russia
might be willing to discuss
a potential prisoner swap
with the U.S. involving jailed
Wall Street Journal reporter
Evan Gershkovich after his
trial on espionage charges,
a top Russian diplomat said
Thursday.

Gershkovich, 31, his em-
ployer and the U. S. gov-
ernment all deny he was in-
volved in spying and have
demanded his release.
Deputy Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Ryabkov tfold the state
news agency Tass that talks
about a possible exchange
could take place through
a dedicated channel that
Russian and U.S. security
agencies established for
such purposes.

“We have a working chan-
nel that was used in the
past to achieve concrete
agreements, and these
agreements were fulfilled,”
Ryabkov said, adding that
there was no need for the
involvement of any third
country.

However, he emphasized
that Moscow would only
negotiate a possible pris-
oner exchange after a
frial. “The issue of exchang-
ing anyone could only be
considered after a court
delivers its verdict,” he was
quoted by Tass as saying.
That practice is in keep-
ing with previous cases in
which Russian authorities
have insisted on complet-

I

In this handout photo released by The Federal Assembly of The Russian Federation, Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov attends a session of the Federal Assembly in Moscow, Russia,

Wednesday, April 12, 2023.

ing the judicial process be-
fore considering exchang-
es.

It's not clear how long the
investigation could last,
but other espionage cases
have lasted for a year or
more.

In December, American
basketball star Brittney Gri-
ner was exchanged for
Russian arms dealer Viktor
Bout following her frial and
conviction on drug pos-
session charges. She had
been sentenced fo nine
years in prison and ended
up spending 10 months be-

hind bars.

Another American, Michi-
gan corporate security ex-
ecutive Paul Whelan, has
been imprisoned in Russia
since December 2018 on
espionage charges that his
family and the U.S. govern-
ment have called baseless.
During the Griner case, the
Kremlin repeatedly urged
the United States to use
the “special channel” to
discuss it and work on a
potential prisoner swap,
saying such private com-
munications were the only
appropriate means for res-

Associated Press

olution, rather than public
statements and specula-
fion.

Gershkovich could face
up to 20 years in prison if
convicted. Russian lawyers
have said past investigo-
tions into espionage cases
took a year to 18 months,
during which time he could
have little contact with the
outside world.

A Moscow court has re-
ceived a defense appeal
of his arrest and it's sched-
uled to be considered April
18.

Speaking at a panel discus-

Russia might discuss swap for jailed U.S. reporter

sion on the case Wednes-
day at Columbia University
in New York, the newspa-
per's chief news editor, Ele-
na Cherney, said the Jour-
nal's lawyers had visited
Gershkovich three times,
that he appears to be in
good spirits and health,
and that he had received
updates on one of his fa-
vorite soccer teams, Arse-
nal.

U.S. Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken urged his Rus-
sian counterpart, Sergey
Lavrov, this month to imme-
diately secure the release
of both Gershkovich and
Whelan.

President Joe Biden spoke
to Greshkovich's parents
Tuesday and again con-
demned his detention.
"We're making it real clear
that it's totally illegal what's
happening, and we de-
clared it so,” he said.

On Monday, the U.S. gov-
ernment declared Gersh-
kovich as “wrongfully de-
tained,” a designation that
means that a particular
State Department office
takes the lead on seeking
his release.

Russia’'s Federal Security
Service, or FSB, arrested
Gershkovich in Yekaterin-
burg, Russia’s fourth-largest
city, on March 29. He is
the first U.S. correspondent
since the Cold War to be
detained in Russia for al-

leged spying.d

Northern China blanketed with floating sand and

BEUING (AP) — Many ar-
eas in northern China were
blanketed with floafing
sand and dust on Thursday,
and a sandstorm was ex-
pected to sweep through
parts of Inner Mongolia.

The sandy, dusty weather
and strong winds will last
until Sunday, the National
Meteorological Center said
in a statement, adding the
public should take precau-
fionary measures to guard
against poor air quality.

It renewed a blue alert for
sandstorms — the least se-
vere warning in the coun-
try's four-tier weather warn-
ing system — and forecast
that more than a dozen

regions, including major cit-
ies like Beijing and Shang-
hai, would see some areas
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affected by floating sand
and dust on Thursday.
The center’'s chief fore-
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Cars drive an along expressway during a dust and sandstorm in

Beijing, Thursday, April 13, 2023.

Associated Press

caster, Gui Hailin, earlier
said the sandy and dusty
weather began Sunday in
southern Mongolia. As cold
air moved southward, the
weather spread to various
regions including northern
and northeast China, he
said.

In Beijing, buildings and
fraffic were shrouded by
low visibility. The IQAIr web-
site showed an air quality
index of 540 for the capital
and labeled its air pollution
level as “hazardous.”

The Beijing Municipal Eco-
logical and Environmental
Monitoring Center issued
the highest air pollution
warning.

dust

Running enthusiast Tu Jiax-
ian said the sandstorm had
a “huge impact” on her life
because it interrupted her
marathon training plans.
“I'want to run but | dare not
run because of the weath-
er. That is very painful,” Tu
said, adding she had quit
her daily 10-kilometer (6.2-
mile) jogs for three days this
week due to the weather.
Cao Yuanyuan, a new-
comer to Beijing, was sur-
prised af first to see the hazy
scenes and took photos of
them. But the bad weather
forced her to wear glasses
as a protective measure
and keep the windows in
her room shut.
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Drought will cause crop failures in Spain, farmers warn

By JENNIFER O’MAHONY
and JOSEPH WILSON
Associated Press

MADRID (AP) — Drought
now affects 60% of the
Spanish countryside, with
crops like wheat and barley
likely to fail entirely in four
regions, the main Spanish
farmers’ association said
on Thursday.

Spain’s long-term drought
is causing “irreversible loss-
es” to more than 3.5 million
hectares of crops, the Co-
ordinator of Farmers’ and
Ranchers’  Organizations
(COAG in its Spanish acro-
nym) said in a new report.
Some cereals need to be
“written off” in the prime
growing regions of Anda-
lusia, Castilla La Mancha,
Extremadura and Murcia,
and are likely to be lost in
the driest areas of three
other regions, according
fo the report. In the wine-
growing region of La Rioja,
farmers were in the excep-
tional situation of "having
to irrigate cereals ... when
normally they are never
watered,” the association
said.

Nuts and vineyards are also
struggling, and olives will be
badly affected if rain does
not arrive in the next few
weeks, the report stated.
The lack of available wa-
ter was further impacting
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View of the dry Sau reservoir about 100 km (62 miles) north of Barcelona. Spain, March 20, 2023.

the ability of farmers to irri-
gate corn, sunflowers, rice
and coftton, likely leading
to reduced sowing of these
crops over the summer, it
added.

Three years of very low rain-
fall and high temperatures
have put Spain officially
info long-term drought, the
country’s weather agency
said last month. Last year
was Spain’s sixth driest and
the hottest since records
beganin 1961.

Spain’s agriculture ministry
has called a meeting with
farming representatives on

Wednesday to discuss the
crisis. COAG will plead for
immediate financial relief,
it said.

“This has been the most
expensive planting season
on record, and with har-
vests ruined or reduced by
60-80%, there will be many
farms that will have a very
tfough time surviving if they
don't receive an injection
of capital,” said Javier Fa-
tas, head of water and the
environment for the asso-
ciation.

In addition to crop failures,
ranchers will struggle to

Associated Press

feed cattle due to dried-up
pasture, the farmers’ asso-
ciation further warned. This
will also be the third con-
secutive season without
honey for beekeepers, as
bees lack vegetation and
flowers to feed from in the
mountains due to a short-
age of water.

Reservoirs in  Andalusia,
Spain’s  most important
food-exporting region,

have water levels of 30%.
The regional capital, Se-
ville, may face drinking wa-
ter restrictions by the sum-
mer if not enough rain falls.

In the northeastern Cato-
lonia region, average res-
ervoir levels are hovering
around 27% of their capac-
ity.

There are restrictions on ag-
ricultural and industrial wa-
ter use, and it is forbidden
fo use drinking water for
washing cars or filling swim-

ming pools.
The spokesperson for
Spain’'s  state  weather

agency, Rubén del Cam-
po, said the prognosis for
the next few weeks was
unlikely to improve. “This
drought is probably the
most infense since the
1960s,” he told Spanish ra-
dio network Cadena Ser.
“In some areas, such as
Catalonia or the east of
Andalusia, it is at the level
of the worst droughts due
to the scarcity of rainfall
in the last three years,” he
said.

The picture is not any rosi-
er in the long-term either,
especially for those crops
which rely on rainwater.
“There is no plan B,” CO-
AG's Fatas said. “While
there have been improve-
ments in irrigation systems
to make them more ef-
ficient, this is becoming a
very, very difficult situation
for crops that rely on rain-
water, like cereals, almonds
and our vineyards.”"]

Sudan’s military warns of conflict after rival force deploys

By JACK JEFFERY

Associated Press

KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) —
Sudan’'s  military warned
Thursday of potential clash-
es with the country’s pow-
erful  paramilitary force,
which it said deployed
froops in the capital of
Khartoum and other cities.
Tensions between the mili-
tary and the paramilitary,
known as Rapid Support
Forces or RSF, have esco-
lated in recent months,
forcing a delay in the sign-
ing of an internationally
backed deal with political
parties to revive the coun-
try’'s democratic transition.
In a statement, the military
said the buildup of the RSF
in Khartoum and elsewhere
in the country was done

without “the approval of,
or coordination with” the
armed forces' leadership
and presents a clear “vio-
lation of the law.”

The paramilitary has also
deployed troops in north-
ern Sudan, along the bor-
der with Egypt, with local
media reporting that the
RSF attempted to build a
military base there. Also,
videos circulatfing on social
media Thursday show what
appear to be RSF-armed
vehicles being fransported
info Khartoum, further to
the south.

The latest tensions between
the army and the paramili-
tary stem from a disagree-
ment over how the RSF
should be integrated into
the military a key condi-

tion of an unsigned transi-
tion deal for Sudan. The
army-RSF rivalry, however,
dates back to the rule of
autocratic President Omar
al-Bashir, who was ousted
in 2019.

Under al-Bashir, the paro-
military force, led by pow-
erful  Gen. Mohammed
Hamdan Dagalo, grew out
of former militias known as
the Janjaweed that exe-
cuted a brutal crackdown
in Sudan’'s Darfur region
during the decades of con-
flict there.

Although both the army
and the RSF together car-
ried out a coup in October
2021 that upended Sudan’s
fransition to democracy,
friction between them be-
came increasingly visible

in recent months, with con-
ficting public statements,
heavy military presence in

=

Khartoum and parallel for-
eign frips by military and
RSF leaders..]

In this frame grab from a video posted by Sudan’s state news
agency, SUNA on Thursday, April 13, 2023, spokesman for the
Sudanese Armed Forces Brig. Nabil Abdullah reads a statement
warning of conflict after the recent deployment of Sudan’s
powerful paramilitary in the capital and other cities.

Associated Press
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Young soccer player Fabio Montilla’s dreams come true at the
Real Madrid Foundation World Challenge Tournament 2023

(Oranjestad)—Since last year, the young
soccer player, Fabio Alexander Montilla,
was preparing to fly to Madrid, Spain, so he
can participate in the Real Madrid Foun-
dation World Challenge Tournament 2023.
From March 31st to April 8th of this year,
Fabio was at the Real Madrid Sports City to
play in this tournament. He sat down with
our reporter to share his unforgettable ex-
periences there.

It was last year that Fabio received an in-
vitation from the Real Madrid Foundation
to play in their annual tfournament after he
parficipated in the soccer frial organized
by the foundation and held in Aruba. This
was his biggest dream come true.

“I had a great time. The soccer over there
is very good, and so was my team, but
they were short and the kids over there
are pretty tall. They are stronger and since
the kids from my feam were short, the big-
ger kids kept pushing them aside. | think if
we had played against kids our own size,
we would've gotten much farther,” he ex-
pressed.

Fabio's feam placed 4th overall and what
was most exciting for him was that he was
selected team captain. He shared that
they played well and that everyone did
their absolute best during the tournament.
"We played well; we played with strength,
passion, attitude and heart. | defended
the best | could and everyone else did
their best foo,” he said.

Fabio normally plays defense and dur-
ing the tournament, he scored two goals,
which made him very happy, especially
because he was a defense. He told our re-
porter that he was also happy because he
received great feedback from different
people and coaches at the tournament.
“Everyone liked how | played. | hope to go
there more often.”

Claudia Merino, Fabio's mother, flew to
Spain with the soccer player and she also
fold our reporter her experiences during
this exciting fime for her son. “I thought it
to be a beautiful experience for the kids.
They got the opportunity to play with kids
from all over the world and each one had
their own unique style of playing soccer,”
she indicated.

Merino remarked that it was not easy for
the children, seeing as this was something
completely new and difficult too, be-
cause no one in Fabio's team really knew
each otfher, so they had to adapt quickly
fo able to play together as a team. De-
spite the short fime they had to train to-
gether, she was happy with the results and
her son’s performance.

“I actually think they'll never forget this
experience, because they never imag-
ined fo be competing in an international
tfournament organized by the actual Real
Madrid Foundation. | think it's absolutely
beautiful and I'm so glad that Fabio got
his chance too,” she finalized.

FreeGlass of Wine €
with this coupon!!

Cpen from 11am till 10pm Closed on Tuesday
Tel. +297-280.1515 | Taratata Road 15 uni_r.#l
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The counidown to the Aruba International Regatta is on
August 26th & 27th 2023

The upcoming Aruba Inter-
national Regatta, will un-
fold in several locations on
the island of Aruba August
26th &27th, 2023.

Sailors and guests from
Aruba, Bonaire and Cura-
cao are invited, the Blue
Highway is open and avail-
able, not just for business,
but mostly for play. The re-
gafta aspires to bring us out
fo the beaches, to enjoy a
free, physical and fun ac-

- &

fivity, powered by wind.

The Aruba Regatta Foun-
dafion reports that the
races are just an excuse
to get us out of our homes
and offices into flipflops
and bathing suits. The rac-
es are planned in different
categories, and locations
during two exciting days.
Exact race locations will be
advised.

The Regatta welcomes re-

. & | ]

gional sailors of all age. You
may view the photos from
last year's successful meet,
on FB, @arubaregatta.

Expected to participate:
Mini sailboats, Beachcats,
Optimists, Kites, |IQ-Fails,
Windsurfers, Sunfishes, La-
sers and Yachts, all racing
right in front of the Oran-
jestad waterfront in what
promises to be a beautiful
spectacle.
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This year's strategic orgao-
nization will be handled by
fwo veteran members of
Aruba’s sailing community,
Rik van der Vaart, Anthony
Hagedoorn, and a great
number of volunteers.

Rik and Anthony see the
Regatta as an opportu-
nity to wake up the island
fo the importance of our
harmonious sustainable co-
existence with the ocean
around us. The regatta
sefs out to educate all par-
ficipants about the impor-
tance of preservation and

= e
protection of the ocean, in
anticipation of the upcom-
ing Aruba Marine Park.

The goal is to aftract as
many young sailors as pos-
sible to the Regaftta, instill-
ing love for sailing in the
young generation and
connecting Aruban and
visitors to Nature, in order
to grow awareness and
encourage care, to safe-
guard our single most im-
portant resource, on which
we depend for our liveli-
hood. arubanationalpark.
org/main(d

Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors
at Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort

The Aruba Tourism Authority recently recog-
nized Goodwill Ambassadors of Aruba. Present-
ing the Ambassadors with the Goodwill certifi-
cation as a token of appreciation.

The honoring certification program is grant-
ed to ambassadors, to recognize, the loyalty,
friendships, and visits fo Aruba. For consecutive-
ly choosing Aruba as their preferred vacation
destination each year. The Honoring certifica-
SN

tion program has three levels, which are divid-
ed according to the number of consecutive
years visiting the island of Aruba.

Honoring Levels:

Distinguished Ambassadors: 10> years
Goodwill Ambassadors: 20> years
Emerald Ambassadors: 35> years

Honoree were:
Goodwill Ambassadors 20> years:

John & Kathryn Fogg resident of Missouri, United
States (have been visiting Aruba for 23 years
consecutively).

Ms. Olga Ruiz representing the Aruba Tourism
Authority, and members of the Divi Village Golf
& Beach Resort bestowed the certification of
the Goodwill Ambassadors of Aruba. The hon-
orees were presented with the official certfifi-
cate, and with memorable gifts.

On behalf of the Government of Aruba, we
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o~ . L W R

would like to express our gratitude and ap-
preciation to all the Ambassadors for making
Aruba their preferred vacation destination for
so many years. We are so thankful fo have had
such wonderful Ambassadors as our visitors af-
ter all these years! Aruba is unquestionably their

home away from homel!

According to Honorees these are the top rea-
sons for returning to Aruba:

Mr. John & Kathryn Fogg reasons:

The beaches

Hotel hospitality + friendliness of staff

Great restaurants

Ease of driving to places

Meeting friends, who are lifetime friend.(d
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa

The Aruba Tourism Authority recently recognized the rec-
ognized Distinguished and Goodwill Ambassadors of Aru-
ba. Presenting the Ambassadors with the official certifica-
tion as a token of appreciation.

The honoring certification program is granted to ambas-
sadors, to recognize, the loyalty, friendships, and visits to
Aruba. For consecutively choosing Aruba as their pre-
ferred vacation destination each year.

The Honoring certification program has three levels,
which are divided according to the quantity of consecu-
tive years visiting the island.

Honoring Levels:

Distinguished Ambassadors: 10> years
Goodwill Ambassadors: 20> years
Emerald Ambassadors: 35> years

Honorees were:

Distinguished Ambassadors 10> years: David & Joan Ste-
vens resident of Potistown, United States (have been
coming to Aruba for 19 years consecutively).

Goodwill Ambassadors 20> years:

James & Stella Borodawka resident of Nebraska, United
States (have been coming to Aruba for 32 years consec-
utively).

Ms. Olga Ruiz representing the Aruba Tourism Authority,
and members of the Manchelbo Beach Resort & Spa be-
stowed the certification of the Ambassadors. The honor-
ees were presented with the Goodwill Cerfification, and
with memorable gifts of Aruba.

On behalf of the Government of Aruba, we would like to
express our gratitude and appreciation to the honorees
for making Aruba their preferred vacation destination for
so many years. We are so thankful to have had you as our
visitors after all these years! Aruba is unquestionably your
home away from homel!

Top 5 reason for returning to Aruba, provided by the hon-
orees were:

Mr. David & Mrs. Joan Ste-  Mr. James & Stella Boro-

VEeNs reasons: dawka reasons:
Friendly people Weather
Beautiful beaches Beach

Safe environment Water
Shopping Wind

Good food Foodl

STHE A
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Aruba Today is delighted to share to its
readers a new segment called “Beauty and
the Beach”, where we take a minute fo
honor our guests who have decided to
spend their vacation on our beautiful and
warm island.

U.5.A. This is their 20th time visiting

they feel like the island is o home away fro
home! Aruba is always proud to host

fomilies and guests. We at Aruba Tod

encourage any visitor of the island to send

their pictures and/or messages; who know!

You might get on the coverl : '

—— -

This segment Is sponsored by Alhambra Casing

: and Shops. .

CASINO AND SHOPS
casincalhambra.com
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor

At the south east coast of the island, stand-
ing alone on a windswept and barren land
stands a popular Aruba landmark - a large
anchor. It overlooks the sea just beyond,
watching over the shipping lanes. It stands
there in memory and in honor of all seamen
who have lost their life at sea.

Where to Find the Anchor?

The anchor is a "must see” landmark when
you visit Aruba. It is among the most photo-
graphed historical landmarks for the island.
You want to make sure you add this stop
on your itinerary when your visiting the south
coast of Aruba. The bright red anchor against
the backdrop of the deep blue Caribbean
sea and the azure blue skies, make a great
backdrop for your vacation pictures.

The anchor is located at the entrance fo
Gate 6 to the former Lago Colony. It is on the
outskirts of Seroe Colorado, on the south east
point of the island at the “T" junction to Baby
Beach.

Depending on where you are staying on the
island, follow the signs that indicate the way
to Baby Beach. Once you reach the T-junc-
fion, it will be right in front of you.

About the Anchor

Size

It will be hard to miss the anchor, it's huge!
The anchor that weighs 21,772 kilos, is ap-
proximately 10 feet 6 inches wide and 15
feet, 6 inches tall.

On the anchor there are some numbers. The
4112 and 4115, which are believed to be the
serial numbers that refer to the "“fluke” or hori-

zontal and vertical parts of the anchor, re-
spectively. The number 21772K refers to the
weight of the anchor in kilos.

This type of anchor was manufactured by
Hoesch Dortmund Horde, at a foundry locat-
ed in Germany.

Where did the Anchor Come From?

There are a number of stories as to the origins
of the anchor, which one do you think it was?
(Unfortunately the mystery has never been
solved, so your imagination can pick which
one you think it might bel)

Story 1:

“According to Mr. Manuel M. Curiel, an ex-
Lago Tug Captain, a fully laden VLCC (Very
Large Crude Carrier) was seeking a mooring
at the 15-mile anchorage, known as Bara, on
the southern part of the island. This is the usu-
al shallow mooring location for ships await-
ing orders, etc. The weather was rough with
stfrong current. The normal procedure is that
they would walk out three shackles (about
90 feet) until the anchor touches the boft-
tom while the chain must rest on the bottom.
Subsequently, they will walk out some extra
shackles and when the ship starts to swing
or lean on one side, the anchor is properly
set. Because of the rough weather, unfortu-
nately they did not get the fime to walk out
the exira tackles and because of the tension
exerted on the winch, it broke, and they lost
the anchor and its chain.*

Story 2:

“Mr. Curiel also said that at one time a small
tanker with a Korean crew, while lifting their
anchor also lifted another anchor near the

inner harbor. When the ship asked for assis-
tance, he went with his tugboat along with
a barge, to help. But eventually they had to
cut the chain and let the anchor go to the
bottom because they could not untangle
them. "

How Did The Anchor Become a Landmark?

Sometime between 1980 and 1985, three
gentlemen (Mr. Wim Martinus — the Harbor-
master of Aruba; Mr. August Genser — the ex-
Division Superintendent of Lago’s Laboratory;
and Mr. Willie Davis — Owner of Filtec at Zee-
wijk in San Nicolas), were having a converso-
fion with Mr. Charlie Brouns Jr. at his famous
Charlie's Bar and Restaurant in San Nico-
las. Charlie, who was a visionary and had
dreams for developing the San Nicolas areq,
fold these gentlemen that he would like to
come up with something innovative for the
San Nicolas area to draw tourism to the area.

The "anchor”, which at that time was being
stored at the Oranjestad harbor, was sug-
gested as an option. Charlie liked the ideal
He then contacted the President of Lago for
permission to acquire the anchor. He was
granted permission and the anchor was then
relocated to its present location and dedi-
cated “To All Seamen” on the occasion of
the closing of the Lago Oil Refinery on March
31, 1985.

Through the Years

Through the years the Anchor was slowly
weathering from the wind and salt. As fime
passed, sadly the origin and purpose of the
anchor slowly faded away from people’s
memories.

After Charles Brouns Jr died on September 15,
2004, his friend Mr. Sam Speziale, requested
assistance from the management of Valero
Aruba Refinery to help maintain the monu-
ment. The Valero Aruba Refinery, graciously
sandblasted and painted the anchor and
poured a concrete pad around it. On April
17, 2005, the anchor monument was rededi-
cated “To All Seamen” in a formal ceremony
in memory of Charles Brouns Jr.

Today, the anchor stands both as memorial
to all seaman who have lost their lives atf seq,
but also as a silent reminder that Seroe Colo-
rado is part of San Nicolas and that San Nico-
las is still a vibrant and important part of the
island of Aruba.

The Best Time to Visit

When your planning your visit to the south
end of the island, you will want to include
in your itinerary the many things to see and
do there. The anchor will be just one of these
stops, (keep an eye out for our future editions,
we publish our recommendationsl).

With that being said, | have to say, if you enjoy
catching a sunrise, the anchor is one of the
best places on the island to catch the sunrise.
But in reality, anytime is a good fime to visit,
depending on your personal schedule.[]
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Imelda Geerman-Willems: 18 years of bringing joy to children

(Oranjestad)—For 18 long
years now, Imelda Geer-
man-Willems have brought
joy to the children of Aru-
ba with her puppets, and
in recent years, with her
magnificent puppet shows.
In an interview with our re-
porter, Imelda shares her
journey that has led her into
the world of child entertain-
ment and puppetry.

Imelda has been a govern-
ment worker for 30 years.
She told our reporter that
she comes from a family
of 8 children; 5 girls, 3 boys.
She is the youngest of the
bunch. She's been married
to Patrick Geerman for 22
years and they have one
teenage son who is now 19
years old.

Imelda worked at Party An-
imals for 8 and a half years,
but after her mother passed
away, she decided to stop
working at children’s par-
fies. "My mother's passing
left a hole in my heart. Not
long after that, | lost my fa-
ther as well. It was a really
rough tfime,” she expressed.

A couple months after quit-
ting Party Animals, she start-
ed to miss the joy of making
children happy. After talk-
ing to her husband about
how she felt, he started to
prepare a surprise for her.

“"When | saw materials start
fo come in the house, he

surprised me with a num-
ber from the Chamber of
Commerce with the name
‘EZ party solutions’ on it. It's
been 18 years since that
surprise, and it was one
of the best things that has
happened fo me. | was
able to go back to mak-
ing children happy,” she
shared.

The first show from EZ Par-
ty Solutions included Tio
George and Tanchi Esmee
(Uncle George and Aunt
Esmee). Imelda explained
that at that time, she had
never visited Disney Land,
but was really hoping to go

one day. This gave her the
idea to give children that
may not have the luxury to
go to Disney Land, to enjoy
the same type of charac-
ters that you see there.

The first costume that
Imelda got was a Hello Kitty
costume for a friend’s par-
ty. After that, they met with
a group preparing their set
for the Carnaval Queen
show, with their theme be-
ing Sesame Street. Imelda
and her husband imme-
diately offered to provide
costumes for the show—
which ultimately won for
best show that year.

After working on two shows
with Tio George and Tan-
chi Esmee, Imelda shared
that she did something be-
yond her comfort zone: she
produced her own show

named “Masha and the
Bear.” This show sold out 6
fimes over before it even
premiered.

This year, she organized the
show called "Encanto and
Friends.” She explained that
after she saw the movie En-
canto, she was inspired to
make this show, along with
the beloved character
Sonic. After 4 full houses, EZ
Party Solutions, along with
dance group Kids & Youth

in Action, received an invi-
tation to perform in Cura-
cao.

“This was my dream come
frue, thanks to the EZ crew,
my family—and last but not
least, my promoter, Corine.
We were able to repre-
sent Aruba and have left a
beautiful mark. In Curacao,
we were able to sell out the
show and perform for 1500
people in the audience.
From the moment the first
song played, you could
hear the children’s excite-
ment. It really warmed our
hearts and made us less
nervous. It was a beautiful
experience. It does take a
lot of work, but it's always
worth it for the kids. A big
thanks goes to Miss Debra
for joining the show,” she
expressed.

For what's in store this year,
Imelda assures that there is
a great show coming soon,
but that she couldn't give
away foo much yet.

Lastly, Imelda extends her
gratfitude to everyone that
has helped her dreams
of bringing joy to children
come true. “Once again, |
want to thank God for giv-
ing me the energy and the
motivation to do what | do,
fo my family for their sup-
port and patience, and to
my crew who has always
gone all out fo make things

happen.”
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Haven't filed taxes yet? Don’t panic.
Here's what to know

By ADRIANA MORGA
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — The
deadline to file your taxes
is Tuesday, which is just
around the corner. Filing
U.S. tax returns especially
for the first time can seem
like a daunting task, but
there are steps you can
take to make it less stress-
ful.

Whether you do your taxes
yourself, go to a fax clin-
ic or hire a professional,
navigatfing the fax system
can be complicated and
stressful. Courtney Alev, a
consumer financial advo-
cate for Credit Karma, rec-
ommends you go easy on
yourself.

“Take a breath. Take some
time, set out an hour, or go
through it over the week-
end. You'll hopefully see
that it's a lot simpler than
you think,” Alev said.

If you find the process too
confusing, there are plenty
of free resources to help
you get through it.

If you are worried that you
might not have enough
fime to file your taxes be-
fore the deadline, you
can file for an extension,
though it's not ideal (more
on that below.)

Here's what you need to
know:

WHEN IS THE DEADLINE TO
FILE TAXES?

Taxpayers have until Tues-
day to submit their returns
from 2022.

WHAT DO | NEED TO FILE MY
TAX RETURN?

While the required docu-
ments might depend on
your individual case, here
is a general list of what ev-
eryone needs:

Social Security number
W-2 forms, if you are em-

The likeness of Benjamin Franklin is seen on a U.S. $100 bill,
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2023, in Marple Township, Pa.
Associated Press

ployed

1099-G, if you are unem-
ployed

1099 forms, if you are self-
employed

Savings and investment re-
cords

Any eligible deduction,
such as educational ex-
penses, medical bills, chari-
table donations, efc.

Tax credits, such as child
tax credit, retirement sav-
ings contributions credit,
etc.

To find a more detailed
document list, visit the IRS
website.

Tom O'Saben, director of
tax content and govern-
ment relations at the No-
tional Association of Tax
Professionals, recommends
gathering all of your docu-
ments in one place be-
fore you start your tax re-
turn and also having your
documents from last year if
your financial situation has
drastically changed.
Theresa Grover, site coordi-
nator for the Volunteer In-
come Tax Assistance (VITA)
program at Northeast Wis-
consin Technical College,
also recommends taxpay-
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ers create an identity pro-
tection PIN number with
the IRS to guard against
identity theft. Once you
create a number, the IRS
will require it to file your tax
return.

HOW DO I FILE MY TAXES?
You can either file your tax-
es online or on paper. How-
ever, there is a big time dif-
ference between the two
options. Paper fiing can
take up to six months for
the IRS to process, while
electronic filing cuts it
down to three weeks.
WHAT RESOURCES ARE OUT
THERE?

For those who make
$73,000 or less per year, the
IRS offers free guided tax
preparation that does the
math for you. If you have
questions  while  working
on your tax forms, the IRS
also offers an interactive
tax assistant tool that can
provide answers based on
your information.

Beyond the popular com-
panies such as TurboTax
and H&R Block, taxpayers
can also hire licensed pro-
fessionals, such as certified
public accountants. The
IRS offers a directory of tax
preparers across the United
States. The IRS also funds
two types of programs that
offer free tax help: VITA
and the Tax Counseling for
the Elderly program (TCE).
People who earn $60,000
or less a year, have disabili-
ties or are limited English
speakers, qualify for the
VITA program.
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New streaming app to
‘Max’ programming from
HBO, Discovery

By MICHAEL LIEDTKE

AP Technology Writer
Warner Bros. Discovery un-
veiled a streaming service
Wednesday combining
iconic HBO programming
such as “The Sopranos”
with a mix of unscripted
TV series in a push to reap
more subscribers from what
so far has been a muddled
mediamerger.The $16-per-
month service, called Max,
will be released May 23 in
the U.S. and automatically
replace the company’s
existing HBO Max service
in what is being promised
as a seamless fransition.
Max will gradually become
available in the rest of the
world, with Latin America
next up on the slate.

The existing Discovery Plus
app featuring reality and
unscripted series such as
“Fixer Upper” and “Naked
and Afraid” from a collec-
tion of TV networks will con-
finue to be offered. That's
even as all that program-
ming is made available
within the new Max app,
which will be marketed
with the tagline “The One
To Watch.”

The fransition comes a year
affer the completion of
a roughly $43 billion deal
that spun off the AT&T's
WarnerMedia Division that
includes HBO, CNN and
TBS into Discovery, whose

stable includes the TLC,
HGTV, Magnolia and Food
networks.

When the deal was an-
nounced in 2021, Warner
Bros. Discover CEO David
Zaslav envisioned it creat-
ing “the best media com-
pany in the world” backed
by a vast library of movies,
TV series, documentaries
and children’s program-
ming.

Ambassador suites

Eagle beach

1 BR WK #13 room 1328 $5500
1 BR WK # 13 room1426 $5500
1 BR WK # 13 room 1134 $7800
1 BR WK # 13 room 1235 $7200
1 BR WK # 13 room 1430 $8400
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Ambassador suites

Eagle beach

1 BR WK # 14 room 1232 $7200
1 BR WK # 14 room 1333 $8400
1 BR WK # 14 room 1235 $7200
1 BR WK # 14 room 1132 $7800
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Ambassador suites

Eagle beach

1 BR WK 15 room # 1429 $4500
1 BR WK 16 room # 1132 $4020
1 BR WK 16 room # 1432 $4500
1 BR WK 16 room # 1227 $3600
Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

[TSDAY  |BSNDKA
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Classifieds

For Rent

Renaissance suites

Private islands

1 BR sleep 4

Date: 14 to 21 April 2023

Price:$1000

Call:011-297-630-1307

Johnnypaesch@gmail.com

www.halleytimetravelaruba.online
216513

Casa Del Mar

Eagle beach

2 BR WK # 13 room 1508 $17 K
2 BR WK # 13 room 1509 $14 K
2 BR WK # 13 room 1214 $14 K
2 BR WK # 13 room 1305 $16 K
2 BRWK# 13 room 1216 $18 K
2 BRWK# 13 room 1513 $16 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Casa Del Mar

Eagle beach

2 BR WK 14 room 1301 $16 K
2 BR WK 14 room 1308 $14 K
2 BR WK 14 room 1305 $16 K
2 BR WK 14 room 1313 $9,5 K
2 BR WK 14 room 1216 $ 18 K
2 BR WK 14 room 1513 $ 16 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Casa Del Mar 2BR/2B:
Week 2/Unit 1113 (18k);
Week 5/Unit 1315 (20k);
Week 8/Unit 1113 (19k);
Week 8/Unit 1409 (19k);
Week 10/Unit 1207 (17k);
Week 13/Unit 1509 (14k);
Week 14/Unit 1308 (14k); and,
Week 15/Unit 1217 (10k).
CDMOwner@gmail.com
US(Call/Text): (860)992-3890
216163

14
14

s §

Marriott Aruba Surf Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $35,000
2 Bed Oceanside 519,000

2 Bed Ocean view 522,000
2 Bed Garden view 515,000
3 Bed Ocean view 530,000
WK 51 Ocean view $65,000
WK 52 Ocean View 565,000
WK 7 and 14 - all views
GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $18,000
2 Bed Oceanside 59,750

2 Bed Ocean view 59,000

2 Bed Garden view 57,000
3 Bed Ocean view $16,500

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $36,000
2 Bed Ocean view 523,750
1 Bed Ocean front $21,000
1 Bed Ocean View 515,000
GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $18,000
2 Bed Ocean view 510,000
1 Bed oceanfront 511,000
1 Bed ocean View 7,500

** Destination Points 55.00 per
point

La Cabana Beach Resort
1 Bed wk 39 54,500

We are the #1

Rental Timeshare
agent for Aruba!

We also RENT Aruba weeks for
owners, Contact us to BUY,
SELL or RENT any timeshare
property.

Contact:
stephanier(@ conciergerealty.com

888-888-2204 Ext 104
Website:
www.conciergerealty.com
Broker: Stephanie Reidel

waw faceboak comigroupsMamiattAnibaSurl
www faceboak comigroupsMamiottdnibaOosan

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:
Sta. Anna: Tel. 586 8181
Seroe Preto: Tel. 584 4833

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 1141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO

Aruba Airport 524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118




A14

FRIDAY 14 APRIL 2023

|PEOPLE & ARTS

Makers of ‘Elemental’ explore family, tolerance and movement

By BERENICE BAUTISTA
Associated Press

MEXICO CITY (AP) — “El-
emental’” director Peter
Sohn says his parents ig-
nited the spark for the up-
coming Disney and Pixar
animated film.

Sohn invited his parents
who both had emigrated
from Korea to the U.S. fo an
event. Seeing them from
the stage filled him with
a deep appreciation for
all they had done for their
family.

“l saw them, and | was very
emotional thanking them
for all the sacrifices,” Sohn
said in a recent video call
interview for “Elemental,”
a film about a family of fire
elements who migrate to El-
ement City, a place where
there are also inhabitants
of water, air and earth. The
themes of family, tolerance
and building connections
run throughout the film de-
buting this summer.

The film centers on Ember,
a fire element who loves
working at her father’s store
but has trouble controlling
her explosive temper, es-
pecially around uncomfort-
able customers. Ember’s life
in Firetown, a suburb with
many inhabitants of fire, is
turned upside down when,
due to a plumbing acci-
dent, she meets Wade, a
water element and inspec-
for who lives in Element
City. Ember and Wade get

i "

»

|

This image released by Disney/Pixar Studios shows Ember, voiced by Leah Lewis, in a scene from

the animated film “Elemental.”

to know each other, and
she enjoys being outside
Firetown. They realize their
differences and elements
are not an impediment for
friendship.

The productionteam faced
a challenge in bringing the
characters to life.

“We have been doing all
sorts of different characters,
from toys to cars... And that
was another challenge,”
said Spanish animator Jordi
Onate. “We had to break
all the rules that we knew
from body mechanics...
We did a lot of research
on how the water behaves
and how the fire behaves
in certain situations and, on
top of that, trying to make
them talk.”

But the fact that they are
elements also gave anima-
tors the ability to give the
characters particular pow-
ers. For example, Ember’s a
girl of fire. She can use that
fire to remake broken glass
and weld metal.

“This is one of the most
complex projects | think
we've worked on at Pixar,
just because of that; we
are used to animating hu-
mans or animals, and you
have references for that,
but in this case, we were
frying to figure out how a
character made of fire or
water would move,” said
Colombian animator Luis
Uribe Cérdoba.

"We had like three or four
weeks just to test out stuff

Associated Press

and watch videos of slow-
motion fire or water behav-
ior."”

Development of the proj-
ect began seven years
ago. Mexican artist Paula
Assadourian was one of
the first fo help Sohn find
the essence of the charac-
ters and story. Assadourian,
who began working on the
film in 2019, was in charge
of making the story board
before production.

“l think “Elemental” is a
very special film because
it's about Ember kind of
coming to face (with) who
she is and what she wanfs
to do; if she wants to pur-
sue her path or if she wants
to kind of stay close fo her
roots and her family and

what people expect her
to be,” said Assadourian.
"Wade changes Ember, or
he kind of awakens her to
say, ‘there’s so much more
you can do with your life."”
Sohn, who in addition to
being a director is an ani-
mator, voice actor and
artist, previously directed
“The Good Dinosaur” and
has collaborated on mul-
fiple Pixar fims such as “In-
credibles 2,” “Ratatouille,”
“Finding Nemo,” “Up,” “Toy
Story 3" and "WALL E.” But
“Elemental” is the most per-
sonal story in which he has
been involved.

The film shows that foler-
ance and empathy can
combat evils such as xe-
nophobia. Sohn says the
“idea of xenophobia’ was
a part of “Elemental’” from
the start.

“The idea of xenophobia
was always in the story from
the beginning (before the
pandemic),” he said. “Be-
cause my father and moth-
er experienced the same
xenophobia, it wasn't a
new thing...(But) the idea
of Asian hate that started
happening in such bold-
face manners was really
terrifying. | remember my
mom calling me and say-
ing don’t go out info San
Francisco. She was terrified,
and she had never been
terrified to that level when
we were growing up; it was
areal fear."J

Posthumous Kenny Rogers album will feature unreleased songs

The Associated Press
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP)
— Previously unreleased
songs recorded by the late
country superstar Kenny
Rogers will be on a new re-
cord coming out in June.
After a career spanning
jazz, rock, couniry and
pop, the Grammy-winning
balladeer nicknamed “The
Gambler” died at the age
of 81 in 2020. His widow,
Wanda Rogers, curated
the posthumous record
called “Life is Like a Song,”
coming out June 2 on UMe.
The recordings were made
between 2008 and 2011
and includes originals and

covers like Eric Clapton’s
“Wonderful Tonight” and
“At Last,” made famous by
Etta James, which will be
on a deluxe version of the
record.

The album will also include
two previously released
songs, his duet with Dolly
Parton, “Tell Me That You
Love Me,” and "Good-
bye,” written by Lionel Rich-
ie, both released in 2009,
but never digitally.

The Country Music Hall
of Famer had a thriving
career for some 60 years
with such hits as “Lucille,”
“Lady” and “Islands in the
Stream,” a beloved Parton-

Rogers duet.

“He would often say that
he wanted his songs to be
‘what every man wants
to say, and every woman
wants fo hear,”” Wanda
Rogers said in a press re-
lease.

“I think there are a lot of
those moments on this al-
bum. This is a very special
record to me and our fam-
ily because it really tells the
story of our life together,
and | feel his fans will also
relate to it in a big way be-
cause it walks the listener
through the seasons of life
that we all experience in
one way or another.”]

Kenny Rogers poses for a portrait in Los Angeles, May 17, 1989.
Associated Press
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Breakaway group aims to save boxing’s Olympic status

LONDON (AP) — Ameri-
can and British boxing offi-
cials are among the lead-
ers of a breakaway group
launched Thursday with
the aim of saving boxing's
place at the Olympics.

The new federation, to be
called World Boxing, is a
rival to the 77-year-old In-
ternational Boxing Asso-
ciation, which has been
suspended from organizing
the sport at the Olympics
amid longstanding con-
cerns about fair judging
and the IBA’s fies o Russia.
“"Amateur, Olympic-style
boxing was facing elimi-
nation from the Olympic
Games,” said USA Boxing
president Tyson Lee, who
is on the interim board of
the new organization. ‘I
can speak for the United
States and many other na-
tional federations. We have
a vested interest in main-
taining a pathway to the
Olympic movement and
somewhere along the line
that tfurned out to not be a
priority for IBA.”

World Boxing will be based
in Switzerland and have
a board consisting of ath-
letes and officials, including
Lee and GB Boxing chief

Richard Torrez Jr., from the United States, left, exchanges punches with Cuba’s Dainier Pero during
their men’s super heavyweight over 91-kg boxing match at the 2020 Summer Olympics, Aug. 1,
2021, in Tokyo, Japan.

executive Matthew Holt.
Lauren Price of Britain, a
gold medalist at the Tokyo
Olympics in 2021, and silver
medalist Richard Torrez Jr.
of the United States are on
the board as athlete repre-
sentatives.

Elections for a president
and a new board are
planned for November.

“This is about the future of
the sport,” Holt said. “Our
status on the Olympic pro-
gram is on life support and
we, as an organizafion,
need to breathe new life
into it. We want to operate
in the best interests of the
boxers.”

A standoff between the IBA
and the International Olym-

Associated Press

pic Committee meant box-
ing was left off the initial
program for the 2028 Olym-
pics in Los Angeles. Boxing
is part of next year's Paris
Olympics, but it will be or-
ganized by the I0C.

The IOC suspended the IBA
in 2019 after years of con-
cerns about its finances,
governance and claims

that fights at the 2016
Olympics were manipulat-
ed. Current IBA president
Umar Kremlev took over
in 2020, bringing financial
backing from Russian state
gas company Gazprom.
The I0OC wants Russians to
compete as neutral ath-
letes in  Olympic sports
following the invasion of
Ukraine, but Kremlev's IBA
has allowed them to fight
at the world champion-
ships with national flags
and anthems, drawing an-
other rebuke from the I0C.
The United States and Britain
were among more than 10
countries that announced
boycotts of the recent
women's world champion-
ships and upcoming men's
world championships be-
cause of Russia’s position
and wider concerns about
the IBA. Kremlev said of-
ficials who backed a boy-
cott were “worse than hy-
enas and jackals.”

World Boxing interim sec-
retary general Simon Toul-
son said the new organi-
zation was operating with
a budget of 900,000 euros
($994,000) this year, without
naming any specific fund-
ing sources.

Rays tie record with 13-0 start, rally to
beat Red Sox 9-3

By DICK SCANLON
Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP)
— The Tampa Bay Rays
tied Major League Base-
ball’'s post-1900 record for
13 consecutive wins at a
season’s start, rallying to
beat the Boston Red Sox
9-3 Thursday behind a
seven-run fifth inning that
Harold Ramirez began and
capped with doubles.
Tampa Bay matched the
13-0 start of the 1982 Af-
lanta Braves and 1987 Mil-
waukee Brewers. The only
longer opening streak was
a 20-0 start by the 1884 St.
Louis Maroons of the Union
Association. The Rays have
won all but two of the
games by four or more runs
and have outscored oppo-
nents 101-30 with the most

runs in the big leagues and
the fewest allowed.

Playing before a crowd of
21,175, the largest at Tropi-
cana Field since opening
day, the Rays set a team
record for wins at any point
in a season by fopping a
12-game run in June 2004.
Boston, held to four hits, has
lost 13 consecutive games
at the Trop.

Rays starter Jeffrey Springs
left two pitches into the
fourth inning with what the
team said was ulnar neu-
ritis, inflammation of the
ulnar nerve that causes
numbness or weakness. He
was relieved after throwing
a 79.8 mph changeup and
a 83.5 mph to Justin Turner,
then looking at his hand
and elbow.

Tampa Bay ftrailed 3-1 in

the fifth. Ramirez started
the big rally with a double
off Corey Kluber (0-3) and
broke open the game with
a three-run double against
Richard Bleier.

Francisco Mejia cut the
deficit with a run-scoring
single and Brandon Lowe
greeted Bleier, the only left-
hander in Boston's bullpen,
with a tying RBI single.
Randy Arozarena singled
for a 4-3lead, Wander Fran-
co was hit by a pitch and
Manuel Margot dropped
down a run-scoring bunt
single. Ramirez then lined
a double into the left-field
corner for an 8-3 advan-
tage.

Lowe added a seventh-
inning home run off Kutter
Crawford, his fifth this sea-
son. Yandy Diaz tied the

Tampa Bay Rays’ Brandon Lowe (8) and Yandy Diaz (2)

celebrate a solo home run in the first inning of a baseball game
against the Boston Red Sox at Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg,

Fla., Thursday, April 13, 2023.

score 1-1in the first with his
fourth this season for the
Rays, who lead the major
leagues with 32.

Kevin Kelly (1-0), a 25-year-
old right-hander who de-
buted April 1, pitched 2 2/3
innings for the win.

Braden Bristo, a 28-year-old
right-hander, pitched three

Associated Press

hitless innings with  four
strikeouts and a walk in his
major league debut after
seven seasons in the New
York Yankees minor league
system.
Rob Refsnyder homered
in the first, the first run off
Springs in three starts this
season.l
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AP source: Dan Snyder agrees to $6B sale of NFL's Commanders

By ROB MAADDI and
STEPHEN WHYNO

AP Sports Writers

A group led by Josh Harris
and Mitchell Rales that in-
cludes Magic Johnson has
an agreement in principle
to buy the NFL's Washing-
ton Commanders from
longtime owner Dan Sny-
der for a North American
professional sports team
record $6 billion, accord-
ing to a person with knowl-
edge of the situation.

The person spoke to The
Associated Press on condi-
tion of anonymity Thursday
because the deal hasn't
been finalized.

Another person told the AP
a deal hasn't been sent o
the league for approval
yet.

A Commanders spokesper-
son said the feam was not
in position fo comment. The
league declined to com-
ment.

Once the dealis approved,
Harris would own controlling
stakes in teams in three of
the four major North Ameri-
can pro sports leagues.
He and David Blitzer have
owned the NBA's Philadel-
phia 7éers since 2011 and
the NHL's New Jersey Devils
since 2013.

Harris has owned a piece
of the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers, which he needs to sell

Washington Commanders’ Dan Snyder poses for photos during an event to unveil the NFL football
team’s new identity, Feb. 2, 2022, in Landover, Md.

before getting the Com-
manders.

The news was first reported
by Sportico.

This price for the Com-
manders shatters what Har-
ris and Blitzer paid for those
organizations and tops the
previous record of $4.65
billion set when Walmart
heir Rob Walton's group
bought the Denver Bron-
cos last year. Johnson, the
basketball Hall of Famer
who also owns part of Ma-
jor League Baseball's Los

Angeles Dodgers, was also
part of Harris’ bid for the
Broncos.

Rales, co-founder of the
Danaher Corporation and
a Maryland resident, and
Johnson were relatively
late additions to the group.
Rales and Harris grew up in
Bethesda in the Washing-
tfon suburbs and give the
tfeam local ownership roots.
The sale of the Command-
ers is pending the execu-
fion of a contract and then
approval from the rest of

Associated Press

the league’s owners, which
could happen as soon as
their next meeting in Minne-
sota in May but may take
longer. It would need 24
of 32 votes to pass, which
is not expected to be a
problem after the Broncos
sale was unanimously ap-
proved and given Snyder
was beginning to fall out of
favor with the group.

Snyder bought his boyhood
teamin 1999 for $750 million
and despite mounting criti-
cism repeatedly said he'd

never sell. That changed
after multiple investigations
by the league and U.S.
Congress info Washington's
workplace misconduct and
potential improprieties. The
congressional investigation
found Snyder played a role
in a foxic culture.
Indianapolis Colts owner
Jim Irsay in October be-
came the first fo suggest
there was “merit to re-
move” Snyder, a nearly
unprecedented move that
would have also taken
a three-quarters maijority
to happen. Instead, two
weeks later, Snyder and
wife Tanya hired Bank of
America Securities to ex-
plore a possible sale of the
feam.

It quickly became ap-
parent the Snyders, who
bought out the previous
minority owners in 2021,
were not looking for new in-
vestors to buy in and main-
tain  conftrolling interest.
Canadian investor Steve
Apostolopoulos and Hous-
ton Rockets owner Tilman
Fertitta were among the
other bidders after early in-
terest from D.C.-area busi-
nessman Todd Boehly and
mortgage executive Mat
Ishbia, who instead paid
$4 bilion to buy the NBA's
Phoenix Suns and WNBA's
Mercury.(

First QB helmet designed to help reduce concussions approved

By ROB MAADDI

AP Pro Football Writer

The first quarterback-specif-
ic helmet designed to help
reduce concussions has
been approved for use by
the NFL and NFLPA, the AP
has learned.

The helmet, manufactured
by Vicis, reduces severity of
helmet-to-ground impacts,
which league data says
account for approximately
half of quarterback con-
cussions, including the one
suffered by Miami’s Tua Ta-
govailoa last season when
his head slammed vio-
lently against the turf dur-
ing a Thursday night game
against Cincinnati.

“"We've now analyzed with
our engineers and with the
Players Association more

than a 1,000 concussions
on field, we have a prefty
good database of how
these injuries occur,” NFL
executive Jeff Miller told
the AP about the helmet-
fo-ground impacts.  “This
helmet performs befter in
laboratory testing than any
helmets we have ever seen
for those sorts of impacts.”
The helmet performed 7%
better than the most popu-
lar helmet worn by quar-
terbacks last season, the
league said in a memo
sent to tfeam executives on
Thursday.

Jason Neubauer, an ex-
ecutive for Vicis, said the
company began designing
its Zero2 Maftrix QB helmet
in early 2022.

“The unique thing is that it

has a deformal outer shell,
which means when you
take an impact in any lo-
cation on that helmet, it will
deform or basically dent in
that location to absorb the
impact,” Neubauer said.
"What that means for us,
as designers or engineers,
as we're looking to opfi-
mize it for different types
of impacts, we're able to
change unique locations
to try to optimize the im-
pact mitigation in any one
area.”

[t's unknown how many
quarterbacks will switch fo
the new QB-specific hel-
met. The league and the
players’ union share infor-
matfion from the helmet
studies with teams so play-
ers make informed deci-

sions on helmet choice. The
only other position-specific
helmet already approved
is the Vicis Zero2-R Trench
for offensive and defensive

linemen.

The memo sent to teams
also includes the results of
the 2023 helmet laboratory
testing study.

Miami Dolphins quarterback Tua Tagovailoa looks to pass
during the first half of an NFL football game against the Green
Bay Packers, Sunday, Dec. 25, 2022, in Miami Gardens, Fla.

Associated Press



